Almost each year, a few Salmonella serovars isolated for the first time are noted in Poland. Each such serovar should be regarded as potentially dangerous. Recognition of them and monitoring their occurrence and frequency of distribution in all sources is important to control salmonellosis, and is one of the roles of the National Salmonella Centre. Materials and Methods: Over 2000 Salmonella strains submitted to the National Salmonella Centre for reference identification were examined. All of them were isolated in Poland between 1995−2007 from human and non-human sources. They were serotyped and characterized biochemically according to standard techniques. The antigenic factors were identified by means of good-quality Salmonella specific rabbit antisera. The White-Kauffmann-Le Minor scheme was used to name the serovars. Results: One hundred and forty-five serovars were recognized. Fifty-two of them appeared for the first time in Poland. One serovar was found to be the new one. Its validation was done at the WHO Collaborating Centre for Reference and Research on Salmonella (Institut Pasteur, Paris, France). It will be included in the next (10th) edition of the White-Kauffmann-Le Minor scheme. Conclusions: Salmonella will continue to be the feature of humans, animals and the general environment. For practical purposes, we have to accept that Salmonella will not be eliminated and we must address our efforts to its controlling. Measuring trends in Salmonella serovars over time ought to be done to provide information about the efficacy of prevention and control measures. Results of this study are significant for these activities. They have also allowed to update the list of Salmonella serovars isolated in Poland during the last fifty years (1957−2007) which is presented as well.
INTRODUCTION
Salmonelloses are currently the most important and most common infectious diseases. The genus Salmonella is responsible for a wide spectrum of human diseases and affects a wide range of warm-and cold-blooded animals. On a global scale, Salmonella is responsible for an estimated 3 billion human infections annually, and typhoid fever makes up 22 million of the cases with approximately 200 295 are the most effective approach. Serotyping is a frequently used component of a public health response to the global challenge of salmonellosis. Support for serotyping as the part of national Salmonella surveillance, and for rapid international communication of results will help to target future prevention strategies. In Poland, the National Salmonella Centre provides, among others, the reference service for Salmonella, including identification of Salmonella serovars which appeared in our country for the first time. In this paper, 52 Salmonella serovars isolated for the first time in Poland between 1995-2007 are described. Antigenic formula of each such serovar was recognized by the National Salmonella Centre and confirmed in the WHO Collaborating Centre for Reference and Research on Salmonella (Institut Pasteur, Paris, France). One of the roles of the Salmonella National Reference Centres has been to maintain the list of Salmonella serovars identified in their countries. One hundred and fiftyeight Salmonella serovars from human and non-human sources were reported in Poland up to the end of 1994. The results of this research work allowed to update this list. Updating and publication of the list is the responsibility of the National Salmonella Centre. During the last fifty years , two hundred and ten Salmonella serovars were recognized in Poland.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Isolates
During the 13-year period 1995-2007, a total of 2038 isolates of Salmonella were submitted to the National Salmonella Centre by field public health, veterinary and other laboratories all over the country for reference identification. They mainly included cultures which were diagnostically difficult to be defined on the field laboratory level and those which were suspected to present serovars not recognized yet in Poland. Of all the examined strains, and this decreasing Community trend is statistically significant. The majority of EU member states reported a decrease in Salmonella notification rates (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) , and only some of them experienced increase. Using returning Swedish tourists as a sentinel population and Swedish data of travel-associated salmonellosis acquired in Europe from 1997 -2003 estimated the burden of salmonellosis in different European countries. The highest one was revealed for Bulgaria, followed by Turkey and Malta, and Salmonella Enteritidis was the dominating serovar. Overall, in the EU, Salmonella Enteritidis and Salmonella Typhimurium are the serovars most frequently associated with human illness. The epidemiology of Salmonella in Poland is parallel to general trends noted in Europe. Statistically significant and decreasing trend in Salmonella notification rates (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) was reported by . The decrease in notification rates associated with Salmonella Enteritidis infections was also observed. The decreasing Salmonella Enteritidis trend was statistically significant as well. None of the remaining, statistically analysed serovars (i.e. S. Typhimurium, S. Hadar, S. Infantis, S. Virchow, S. Newport, S. Mbandaka and S. Agona) was found to be significantly increasing or decreasing in frequency over time. The distribution of their notification rates showed rather features of random walk. Not all Salmonella serovars are equally pathogenic for man, but none of them can be considered as essentially harmless. Early, reliable identification is important for the provision of appropriate therapy and to control outbreaks. Monitoring the occurrence and frequency of distribution of all Salmonella serovars isolated from humans, animals, food, feeds and other sources is important to detect possible outbreaks, to identify possible sources and routes of transmission, and to take prevention and control measures. Travel and trade restrictions have never proved to be effective in controlling the international spread of Salmonella organisms but the sound public health practices
